AXD SATAN CAME ALSO
" Never/' said Palin, incredulously.
" Hard fact/' said Hubert. " They'd rigged up a
sort of blind sluice which they could let down just at
the head of the channel, where the channel runs out
of the dell. The ground didn't help, and they had to
cut it away. I rather think they'd already sunk some
timber we couldn't see. And the sluice was to slide
down and meet this, just as the sash of a window
slides down to meet its sill. And that would explain
why the rill at the farm was swollen and why the man
and his wife were so much upset."
" They'll be a damned sight more upset when the
sluice goes down."
" For heaven's sake! " cried Olivia. " The farm
will be swept away/'
" Hush," said Palin.   " Allow the lad to proceed/'
" Well," continued Hubert, " they worked on and
off until three, but though I've no doubt they consulted,
because of the noise of the water we never heard a
word that was said. That was heart-breaking, but,
of course, it couldn't be helped. But right at the last
I'm almost certain they held a sort of rehearsal of
the ceremony of lowering the sluice—short, of course,
of actually letting it fall. And in any evrot I was sure
that the work was done.
" I give you my word, I couldn't think what to do.
Everything was ready: any moment now the sluice
would fall into place: and in that instant our water-
supply would be cut.   This meant that in twenty-four
hours—at the very most, Hohenems Castle would
have neither water nor light.   As for the farm, the
man and his wife and his oxen and all that was his
would simply be blotted out.
" I decided that we must take action, cost what it
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